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“WE HAVE A BIG COMBINED FAMILY—A SIMPLE DINNER WITH
THE KIDS CAN BE AS MANY AS 30 PEOPLE,” SAYS HOMEOWNER
WALTER ROZAK. TO ACCOMMODATE THE CROWDS, ARCHITECT

MIKE JACOBS DESIGNED FLEXIBLE INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIVING
SPACES THAT CAN COMFORTABLY HOST UP TO 220 GUESTS.

43
iy



CALIFORNIAHOMEDESIGN.COM FALL 2013

WHEN THEIR GOOD FRIEND AND REAL
ESTATE AGENT TOOK WALTER AND
SARA ROZAK TO A RUN-DOWN MID-
CENTURY HOME IN SANTA MONICA,

he offered these words of warning: “This is

a weird one.” The Rozaks were planning to
start a family and had scoured Los Angeles
open houses for a property that would let
them tick off the boxes on their wish list, but
they had come up short. As promised, the
1950s ranch-style home wasn’t any more
ideal than the other houses they had seen,
but the site—overlooking a golf course and
growing wild with 150-foot trees that choked
out any sunlight—offered them the chance to
build the urban retreat they'd been dreaming
about. The couple started planning, drawing
inspiration from the thatched huts and cov-
ered lanais found in Hawaii's Kona Village
and Hualalai resorts.

“We loved the outdoor lifestyle in Kona.
Nature gives you a sense of luxury,” says
Sara. “That was the one idea we truly stuck
with during the entire process—we wanted
to have that indoor-outdoor feeling of our
vacations.” Their vision sparked, the couple
enlisted New York-based architect Mike
Jacobs to spearhead the home's completion.
What followed was a two-and-a-half-year
endeavor that included clearing out dying
trees, demolishing the former house (except
a few existing walls and the kitchen, which
had a cool 1970s vibe and was moved—piece
by piece—into Sara’s parents’ home) and
building a 5-bedroom, 9,000-square-foot
home almost from the ground up.

The couple’s directives were simple.
“They wanted views, beautifully oriented
modern spaces and a covered outdoor
porch,” says Jacobs. Those orders drove
the architect to design the house in three
sections: a bi-level, glassed-in living area;

a two-story structure housing bedrooms
above the kitchen and dining area; and a

rear portion that includes Sara’s office and
an exercise room. The window-lined lounge
space includes the ground-level living room,
where a 30-foot retracting wall opens directly
onto the pool patio—epitomizing the indoor-
outdoor principle. “The lanai became the

organizational idea of the home,” says Jacobs.

Meanwhile, subtle material changes ease
the flow back indoors; the concrete pavers
of the patio transition almost seamlessly into
the porcelain tiles of the lower living room
as you step over the threshold. The dramatic
stairway to the upper living room introduces
rich walnut wood and stretches over a four-
and-a-half-foot rise to a second living space,
which features wood floors, exposed beams
and an undulating statement wall of white
stone. Views from here sweep northward
across the adjacent golf course.

Jacobs handily retained the non-
conforming setbacks of the previous home
by working with a couple of existing walls,
while the agile construction team accommo-
dated midstream design changes. The lower
living room, for example, was shaping up as
too long and narrow to be comfortable. “We
reengineered it,” says Walter. “We extended

LEFT: THE ROZAKS SCORED THE SAME WHITE STONE
USED AT THE GETTY CENTER (WHICH IS VISIBLE FROM
THE UPPER LIVING ROOM) FOR THEIR OWN STATEMENT
WALL. “IT'S SO SUBTLE—LIKE A BILLOWING BLANKET,”
SAYS WALTER. ABOVE: PASCHA GOODWIN DESIGNED
CUSTOM RUGS TO BRIGHTEN THE LOWER LIVING ROOM.

“IF YOU WERE TO PICK UP A HANDFUL OF ROCKS,

THOSE WERE THE COLORS
THAT INSPIRED US.”
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“IT DOESN T LOOK LIKE
EVERYTHING WAS DONE

INTHE SAME ERA.”
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FROM TOP: VENICE BEACH, BY
LOS ANGELES DESIGNER AND
PHOTOGRAPHER MARC ATLAN,
HANGS ABOVE A CUSTOM DINING
TABLE BY MARMOL RADZINER;
AN EXTRA BEDROOM STOCKED
WITH A PAIR OF TWIN BEDS LETS
THE ROZAKS HOST SLEEPOVERS
AFTER LARGE FAMILY DINNERS.

it into the backyard and added the rolling
walls, which meant the pool had to move.”
About a third of the way through the build, Sara
was able to wrap up a project at work and be on
site each day, tweaking approved designs and
sourcing finishes to get everything just how the
couple wanted it. “Their input was fantastic.
Most people don't have the time or expertise to
lend to the production, but they were amazingly
involved,” says Jacobs.

The Rozaks had initially hoped to finish
the interiors on their own, but the oversize
living rooms and cool material palette (“If
you were to pick up a handful of rocks, those
were the colors that inspired us,” says Sara)
required a practiced hand to warm them up. So
with their home nearly finished, they turned
to interior designer Pascha Goodwin, Jacobs’
close friend, to help make the lounge areas
more inviting. “When I came on, the house
was empty, with a ton of open floor space,”
says Goodwin. “It had this cavernous feeling.”

To soften the spaces for the naturally
minimalist couple, the designer used textiles
and custom rugs with cool pops of color. Sara
proved a capable partner in these endeavors,
picking out vintage furniture at Silver Lake
thrift stores and finalizing thread colors for
the living room rugs that Goodwin designed.

“There was no indecisiveness,” says Goodwin.
“She was basically a dream client, because our
styles are so similar.” The designer added a
wow factor to the upper living room by com-
missioning a custom bronze chandelier in the
style of one she had spotted at a vintage shop.
The secret weapon for achieving the timeless,
spare feel of the interiors? “Mixing a little
vintage, a little custom, some high-end pieces
and some off-the-shelf items,” says Goodwin.
“It doesn't look like everything was done in the
same era. It adds a little more depth.”

With open, airy spaces and a soft mini-
malist aesthetic, the home turned out even
better than the Rozaks had envisioned. Since
moving in two years ago, they have welcomed
their first child, a boy who is now a toddler,
and their space feels like the intimate family
home they wanted—despite its large size and
clean, contemporary design. “When people
walk in, they describe exactly what we were
hoping to get—a modern space that feels warm
and inviting. It's happened dozens of times,”
says Walter. “It can't be a coincidence.”

ARCHITECT: MIKE JACOBS ARCHITECTURE, NEW YORK, LOS ANGELES
INTERIOR DESIGNER: PASCHA GOODWIN, LOS ANGELES
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"WHEN PEOPLE WALK IN. THEY DESCRIBE
EXACTLY WHAT WE WERE HOPING TO GET—
A MODERN SPACE THAT FEELS WARM AND INVITING.”
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